
Reading and Writing

Jingzhang Railway
Unit 8 People and Events



Project:

1. Write an English introduction to Gu 

Jingzhou's residence and his life.

2. Design Gu Jingzhou's timeline of some 

important events.



Let’s present!

Let’s comment!

Let’s learn!



The Jingzhang Railway stretches from Beijing to Zhangjiakou. It 
is well known in China because it was the first of its kind 
designed and built by Chinese people.
The chief engineer for this railway was Zhan Tianyou. Born in 1861 
in Guangdong Province, he showed an interest in machines at an 
early age. At eleven, he went to study in the US. Upon his 
graduation from Yale University in 1881, Zhan returned to China 
and began his work on the Jingzhang Railway in 1905.



The Jingzhang Railway must go through an area of 
hills and mountains. At that time, many people 
believed no one could ever build a railway there. 
However, Zhan Tianyou overcame all kinds of 
difficulties and succeeded in finishing the task. The 
200-kilometer-long railway was completed in 1909, 
two years ahead of schedule. It is considered a 
brilliant piece of work in Chinese railway history.



What’s the main idea of each paragraph?

Paragraph 1

Paragraph 3

Paragraph 2

A general introduction to the 
Jingzhang Railway.

The building of the Jingzhang 
Railway.

An introduction to the chief 
engineer of Jingzhang Railway.

Skimming



What’s the structure of each paragraph?

Paragraph 1:A general introduction 
to the Jingzhang Railway.

Paragraph 3:The building of the 
Jingzhang Railway.

Paragraph 2 :An introduction to the 
c h i e f  e n g i n e e r  o f  J i n g z h a n g 
Railway.

A. 分总

C. 总分总

Skimming

B. 总分



1. When was Zhan Tianyou born?

He was born in 1861.

Scanning

2. When did Zhan Tianyou study in the USA?

In 1872.

3. When would Zhan Tianyou complete Jingzhang Railway as planned?

In 1911.

P2L1: Born in 1861 in Guangdong Province, he 
showed an interest in machines at an early age.  

P2L2: At eleven,  he went to study in the US.

P3L4: The 200-kilometer-long railway was 
completed in 1909, two years ahead of 
schedule.



Scanning

born 
in 

1861

in 
1881

at an 
early age

at 
eleven

in 
1905

in 
1909

at that 
time

The passage is written in                                 order.time



Scanning
Important Events in Zhan Tianyou’s Life

1861 1881 1909

Upon graduation from 
Yale University, he  
returned to China.

He finished building the 
Jingzhang Railway.

1872 1905



Detailed Reading

1) It was the first railway built in China.

2) The Jingzhang Railway was designed by Zhan Tianyou’s 
Foreign friends.

3) There are many hills and mountains along the Jingzhang      
Railway.

T 4) The time plan for the Jingzhang Railway was 6 years.

T

F
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                                           .

                                           .                

                                           .

The railway had to                                         .an area of 

                                                         .

It was the first                                                .by 

Chinese engineers. They                                  .all kinds 

of                            . to build it.

4 years

200 kilometers

go through 

railway designed and built

hills and mountains

difficulties

overcame 

Zhan Tianyou



Why did Zhan Tianyou choose to return to China?

a more comfortable life
the love for his country

orders from his parents

a better job

Deep Reading



Evaluate ZhanTianyou and the building of 
Jingzhang Railway.

ZhanTianyou is                             .

Building Jingzhang Railway.........

Discussing

ZhanTianyou is  brilliant/devoted/iconic/ not afraid 
of difficulties/hard-working/creative/brave...
Building Jingzhang Railway is a great work based 
on the backgroud of China at that time. It proves 
that Chinese people, who love the country, are able 
to develop motherland and strengthen the nation. 



1. What are the features of narration on people and 
events in history?

2. What are the factors when we make a timeline 
of people?

Using time markers to make the text 
organized. Choose typical events.

Time, people, events and meanings.

Summarizing

(pictures,explanations,contrast)



Please polish 
the timeline of 
Gu Jingzhou 
and his 
important 
events.



Revise your drafts 
about Gu Jingzhou and 
his life.



Present & Evaluate



Father of China’s Railway Civil Master of Purple Clay
(布衣壶宗)



Revise your 
work according 
to the 
evaluation 
standards.

Polish your 
timeline.

Excellent works 
will be 
displayed in Gu 
Jingzhou’s 
residence.



Your are the best!

U n i t  8  P e o p l e  a n d  E v e n t s


