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Anne’s Diary

(1)

Anne said that they went quickly upstairs and into the hiding place when

they arrived at Prinsengracht.
Friday, 10 July, 1942

When we arrived at Prinsengracht, we went quickly upstairs and into the hiding

place. We closed the door behind us and we were alone. Margot had come faster on
SN

her bicycle and was already waiting for us. All the rooms were full of boxes. They

lay on the floor and the beds. The little room was filled with bedclothes. We had to
start clearing up at once, if we wished to sleep in comfortable beds that night.

Mummy and Margot were not able to help. They were tired and lay down on their
beds. But Daddy and I, the two “helpers” of the family, started at once.

The whole day we unpacked the boxes, filled the cupboards and tidied,

until we were extremely tired. We did sleep in clean beds that night. We
hadn’t had any warm food to eat all day, but we didn’t care. Mummy and

Margot were too tired and worried to eat, and Daddy and I were too busy.

(2)
Thursday, 15" June, 1944
Dear Kitty,
I wonder if it’s because I haven’t been able to be outdoors for so long
that I’ve grown so crazy about everything to do with nature. I can well

remember that there was a time when a deep blue sky, the song of the birds,
moonlight and flowers could never have kept me spellbound. That’s changed
since I came here.

... For example, one evening when it was so warm, I stayed awake on
purpose until half past eleven in order to have a good look at the moon by
myself. But as the moon gave far too much light, I didn’t dare open a window.
Another time five months ago, I happened to be upstairs at dusk when the

window was open. I didn’t go downstairs until the window had to be shut.
The dark, rainy evening, the wind, the thundering clouds held me entirely in

their power; it was the first time in a year and a half that I’d seen the night
face to face.

...Sadly... I am only able to look at nature through dirty curtains hanging
before very dusty windows. It’s no pleasure looking through these any longer
because nature is one thing that really must be experienced.
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