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universe beyond the 
earth's atmosphere in 
which all other planets 
and stars exist 



The pursuit of the ultimate truth of

the universe is the final objective and

destination of civilization.

—Liu Cixin

对宇宙终极真理的追求，是文明的最终目标和归宿。            
——刘慈欣



There have been many exciting breakthroughs 
in the history of space exploration. 



1961

1969

1971

2000

ISS: International Space Station



ISS: a microgravity and space environment research 
laboratory where astronauts conduct experiments 
in biology, physics and other fields.
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1. What is the function of paragraph 1?  

Para(s)_____: Introduction
Para(s)_____: Main body 

1
2–7

2. What makes ordinary things strange on a space station?



1. How do astronauts sleep in space? Why?



work

Inside

1._______________________

2._______________________maintain the space station

conduct scientific research 1.________________________

2.________________________

3.________________________

test new equipment

monitor scientific experiments 

repair the space station

Outside



1. What scientific research does the author conduct in space?
(example? subject? goal? )



Inside jobs



2. What tasks are done outside the space station?



Outside jobs

What are they wearing?





3. How do you understand the sentence in lines 27-28 of 
paragraph 4?



3. What does the author think of her routine tasks in space?





What do astronauts eat? How do they drink?



Why do astronauts need to spend some time in the gym?
What are these negative effects?
 How long do they exercise per day?
 How do they do exercise?





Fun & proud fact:
Chinese taikonauts have a special treat in keeping healthy  



What do astronauts do during their leisure time?



No
Image



Talking about her attitudes toward space life, the author has expressed 
her mixed feelings. Find out her attitude towards each aspect of life.

demandingexciting strange rewarding

challenging dangerous boring

astronauts’ dream (L1) sleep (L5; L8) routine tasks(L11)

outside job(L22) spacewalk (L29) food & entertainment(L31) 

WORTHWHILE(L49)





1. What other major 
breakthroughs in space 
exploration do you know about? No

Image





SpaceX’s family of Falcon launch 

vehicles are the first and only
rockets capable of reflight(or reusable). 



 When was the first successful land landing?

 When was the first droneship landing?





 When was the first successful land landing?

 When was the first droneship landing?



the company's first 
spaceport drone ship



2. If you had the chance, would you like to go into space? 
Why or why not?


