
Following the Silk Road



What springs up in your mind when hearing the word 

“Silk Road”?

Desert Camels and 
merchants

Zhang Qian



According to the title and the illustration, what 
might be mentioned in the text?



Paragraph 1

Paragraph 2

Paragraph 3

Paragraphs 4-5

Paragraph 6

Read the article and get the main idea of each part.

The overall introduction

The geography

The history

The trade and cultural exchanges

The significance



Definition of 
the Silk Road

Features of the 
Silk Road

The key section 
(the Chang’an 
Tianshan 
Corridor)

Regions along the route

Distance

Length of trade routes

Number of Sites

Status

a network of ancient trade routes that extended from 

East Asia all the way to the Mediterranean

vast distances

an astonishing variety of landscapes

China, Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan

5,000 kilometres

8,700 kilometres

33 sites

UNESCO World Heritage

 becoming the first successful multinational World Heritage application

 encouraging other countries to follow suit







There are 33 recognized sites in the corridor: 8 in Kazakhstan, 22 in China, and 
3 in Kyrgyzstan. The sites include capital cities and palace complexes of various 
empires and kingdoms, trading settlements, Buddhist cave temples, ancient 
paths, posthouses, sections of the Great Wall, tombs and religious buildings.



Where did the Silk Road start and end?
Where did the Chang’an Tianshan Corridor start and end?

What are the main geographical features of the Silk Road 
region?

Underline them in the text.

Circle them in the text.



Chang’an

Central Asia

Mediterranean 
sea

The corridor is just one section of this extensive overall Silk Roads network. 



desert

snow-capped mountains

vast grassland

rolling valleys



Zhang Qian’s mission

Time

Purpose

Starting point 
and destination

Influence

2nd century BCE

Seeking to build bridge between the Han 

Dynasty and the Western regions

Chang’an, China → Central Asia

• Trade routes took shape; 

• Relationships were strengthened between 

the major powers of the time.





 How did the Silk Road get its name?

 Describe trading scenes along the Silk Road when at its peak.

At the initial stage of the Silk Road development, silk was 

the main item in the trade list thanks to its light weight and 

high value. 



•

At its peak, many other items were 

contributed to the marketplace of 

goods. The routes were alive with 

strings of camels carrying loads of 

goods and traders selling 

everything imaginable. 



At the 

initial stage

silk, china and tea 

horses, wool, cotton and grape 

At the peak 

Silk was the main item in the trade list thanks to 

its light weight and high value. 

Export

Import



 Name some evidence that can prove the Silk Road’s 
role as a cultural exchange center.



“引进来”

“走出去”

bringing in

going global



What does the phrase “a great age of expansion” in L41 
mean?

① The physical routes were expanding with trade flourishing; 

② The goods, knowledge and ideas were expanding. 



What is the modern version of the Silk Road?

the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)



What is the common function of the Silk Road in ancient 
times and in the modern age?

They are both connecting the countries along the ancient trade 

routes and promoting the exchanges of different civilizations.... 









Language Points



extensive L3
反义词：intensive

extensive reading 
intensive reading 
extended reading 

泛读
精读
拓展阅读



pursue L6
词形变换：名词 pursuit！！！！！

• pursue a wild animal
• She decided to pursue her studies 

after obtaining her first degree. 



submit L7
1. 注意变形的拼写：submit-submitted-submitting
2. 注意两种词义：①提交   ② 屈服 submit to sth
3. 词形变换：名词 submission

• submit you assignments on time
• submit to discipline
• In desperation, Mrs. Jones submitted to an 

operation on her right knee to relieve the pain...



emerge L17
1. 注意emerge不及物，常与from, out of或into等介词连用
2. 词义：浮现
3. 词形变换：名词emergence 形容词 emergent 

• The moon emerged from behind the clouds. 
• No new evidence emerged during the enquiry. 
• the emergence of China as a world leader in the 

manufacturing sector

辨析：emergence VS emergency



assign L20
1. 词义：①分配  assign A to B ②归因于
2. 词形变换：名词assignment

• Assigned by the emperor, the ambassador Zhang Qian 
journeyed from Chang’an to Central Asia. 

• The emperor assigned Zhang Qian to the west.
• One of the members was assigned to take the minutes. 
• They assigned his odd behavior ______ his ill health.to



shape L23
1. 词性：n./v.
2. 搭配：

• These events helped to shape her future career. 
• Cut the dough in half and shape each half into a loaf.

• round in shape
• in shape/ out of shape
• take shape 

呈...形
fit/unfit

成形



contribute to  L30

• Many items were contributed to the marketplace of goods.
• Does smoking contribute to lung cancer? 
• She has contributed several poems to literary magazines

①increase sth; add to sth 增加某事物
②help to cause sth  促成
③write (articles, etc) for a publication  投稿



initiative L44
①主动性；积极性
②倡议；新方案 

take the initiative
The child displayed great initiative in going to fetch the 
police. 
China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)

带头


