
Unit 1 Honesty and responsibility

Extended reading



Read the transcript of a speech given at 
the students’ coming-of-age ceremony by 
their principal.



Read the speech and finish the structure of it.

Part 1 (Para. 1–2)

___________

Part 2 (Para. 3–5)

Body

Part 3 (Para. 6)

____________

Para. 1:  The (1)_________of the speech

Para. 2: The thesis statement of the speech

Para. 3: The (2) ____________of responsibility

oneselfPara. 4: Taking responsibility for (3)________

Para. 5: Taking responsibility for (4)________

opening

importance 

society

Conclusion

Introduction



Reading: Para.1-2

How does the author relate the topic to the audience?

The author expresses his understanding of the students’ mixed 
feelings by standing in their shoes. He also comforts and
encourages the students with positive comments, boosting their
confidence and stimulating their interest in his speech.



PPT模板 http://www.1ppt.com/moban/ 

What attitude should students hold towards taking responsibility?

Reading: Para.3

We should be responsible for our and , and view

responsibility as ________________________________ instead  of 

__________.

a foundation for future development   

successes             failures

a burden

What situation would a person who has no sense of responsibility 

face?

A person who has no sense of responsibility is __________ of their 

own ________ and __________ behaviour.

at the mercy

careless thoughtless



The virtue of _______ 
Analyse the problem and be ready to admit 

your mistake and then correct it.

The virtue of

___________

Always give your best in whatever you set 

out to do, however difficult that might be.

The virtue of _______
Be honest by saying what you mean and by 

meaning what you say.

Reading: 

Para.4

courage

determination

integrity



Reading: Para.5

(1) Why does assuming responsibility for your actions also
benefit society?

(2) What little things can you do to make a difference?



➢ The importance of taking responsibility

➢ Taking responsibility for yourself and its rewards

➢ Taking responsibility for society and its rewards

Write a summary of the speech transcript. Use the 

following ideas to help you. 



Having a well-developed sense of responsibility means accepting

responsibility for the ________ and ________ in life and viewing 

responsibility not as a burden but as a __________ that is necessary for 

future self-development. Without the sense of responsibility, one’s 

behaviour would be careless and thoughtless. Taking responsibility in all 

aspects of one’s daily life, however, helps build a strong character, which 

embodies the virtues of _________, _____________ and ________. 

Virtue is its own reward. Furthermore, _______ ____________ helps 

make society better. Little things can make a difference. It is through 

________ that others are inspired to join in.

successes failures

foundation

courage determination integrity
responsibility

actions

taking



Appreciation

How do you understand the Chinese saying? 
Why do you think the author uses this saying?
I think this saying reminds us that we need to be tested and  reshaped before 

we become fully mature people. We have to be responsible for ourselves and 

try our best to become better people.

The author uses this saying to tell the students to be ready to go through the 

trials of adulthood. Successfully overcoming these trials can help a person 

become a well-developed adult.

quote(
引用)

Using a quote helps the author express his idea in 

a more profound way.



Appreciation

Analogy (类比) is used in the sentence to explain the importance of 

taking responsibility. By drawing a comparison between 

______________________  and ___________________________, 

________________ and ______________________________.

It makes understanding an abstract concept easier. It also arouses their 

interest and adds visual effect.

likewise: the same; in a similar way 

adv. 同样地，类似地

A ship without an anchor is at the mercy of the waves and winds; 

likewise, a person who has no sense of responsibility is at the 

mercy of their own careless and thoughtless behaviour. (lines13–

15)

a ship without an anchor a person without responsibility

waves and winds careless and thoughtless behaviour



Appreciation

The principal uses  _______________ to expound on the rewards for 

yourself of taking responsibility. 

It function as a means of creating a harmonious flow and rhythm, 

which can capture readers’ attention and make the speech more

coherent and persuasive.

As you go through … This way, you practise the virtue of

courage. Always give … This way, you practise the virtue of 

determination. Be honest ... This way, you practise the virtue of 

integrity. (lines 19–26)

parallel structure



Appreciation

Why does the principal tell the story of the small boy?

You may have heard the story of a small boy ... saving the 

starfish. (lines 30–35)

For example, picking up garbage ... brings love and warmth to 

the elderly. (lines 36–40)

________________ is used here to make the argument more convincing 

and easier to understand.

Giving examples

Telling a story makes it easier for readers to understand the 

meaning of taking responsibility for society. It also arouses

audience’s interest and adds visual effect.



Talk about a role model who takes responsibilities

• Who is he/she? (classmates/friends/parents/celebrities…) 

• What responsibilities does he/she take?

• How does he/she take responsibilities? 


